
 
 

 

RANCHO BERNARDO JOINT TRAFFIC &TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

 

 

Minutes  AUGUST 30, 2010 MEETING 

 

 

MEETING LOCATION- WESTWOOD CLUB—7PM 

 

 

1. Call to order: Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm. Present: Dick Katz, Joe Dirks, 

Robin Kaufman, Bill Renstrom, Myrna Reese, Alethea Altenbern. Unexcused: Richard 

House. 

 

 

 

2. Update on issues from City – speed humps are being installed this week in Seven Oaks. 

 

 

 

3. Issue of ALL WAY STOP @ ACENA and OBISPO-----------Jerry Sack presenting.  

Mr. Sack presented a detailed hand out pertaining to a request for an all way stop as well 

as other pedestrian safety measures by Acena Drive and Obispo Road. Committee chair 

has copy for reference. After presentation, discussion included the following:   

-Robin Kaufman commending Jerry Sack and the other volunteers from Seven 

Oaks for doing an outstanding job of presenting all the facts and obtaining signatures. 

-Bill Renstrom commented there is already a stop sign on Obispo 

-Joe Dirks clarified information by informing committee members that one side of 

the street does not have any homes or driveways and that the street is uphill in one 

direction, reducing vehicle speeds and vice versa in the other direction. 

-one resident informed the committee that the city placed a counter on the street 

back in June, but residents were not informed of the results. 

           -A final motion was made by Bill Renstrom, seconded by Alethea Altenbern to 

recommend the installation of a northbound stop sign on Acena Drive and Obispo Road as well 

as to install a cross walk and pedestrian warning signs on Acena Drive.  Joe Dirks suggested we 

divide the motion and vote on the issues separately. Bill Renstrom agreed to modify his motion. 

 -Discussion of the motion for stop signs included the following: 



  -Joe Dirks again commented the lack of need for stop signs in both directions due 

to homes being only on one side of the street. 

  - Vote on adding stop signs resulted in the following: 5-1-0 

 -Discussion  on the motion of installation of cross walk and pedestrian warning signs on 

Acena Drive included the following: 

 

 -Joe Dirks commented that the petition is only for the stop signs. Robin Kaufman 

suggested the group puts together another petition regarding the installation of the cross walk and 

obtains signatures. Once they come back to the committee with the signatures, the group can 

present the information to the full board.   

  -Vote resulted in the following: 6-0-0 

 

  

 

 

4. Other Items from Committee:  

A. Dick Katz brought up the subject of Palomar College and potential traffic concerns.  

Two residents from Westwood were present and voiced their various concerns. Robin 

Kaufman informed them of the presentation by Palomar College taking place at the 

planning board meeting on September 16. She suggested we wait until we know what 

Palomar College plans to do with the property before getting overly concerned with 

issues which may not occur. 

-The residents asked what possible solutions could be brought to the table if there were 

potential traffic issues.  Dick Katz gave examples of signs the committee has been able to 

procure in the community when it came to trucks parking overnight on streets. Robin 

Kaufman informed the residents of a similar situation the committee dealt with by RB 

High School. While 2 hour parking signs were placed on side streets where students were 

parking, it also impacted the parking of residents.  Robin Kaufman also commented that 

perhaps Palomar College would encourage students to use public transportation or at least 

park up in the transit area on West Bernardo Drive, with Palomar College offering some 

sort of shuttle to/from the transit area and their property.  Robin Kaufman encouraged 

residents not to place the cart before the horse and to wait to see what Palomar College is 

planning on doing with the property. 

 

B. Dick Katz read an email from Jeff Fredericks pertaining to over growth of plants on a 

median in Bernardo Heights which impairs the view of people trying when attempting 

to enter oncoming traffic. Jeff Fredericks commented he has contacted the property 

management several times about the issue at which time they would trim the bushes. 

Robin Kaufman commented that this is a property management issue, not traffic issue 

and the property management should be contacted to take care of the issue. Dick Katz 

agreed, commenting he would contact Jeff Fredericks about it. 

C. Bill Renstrom commented that there are a number of signs in the community which 

cannot be seen as trees/bushes are covering them up. Robin Kaufman commented that 

depending on the situation, it is either a property management or residents 

responsibility to keep their landscape away from signs. This is more of a code 

compliance issue than traffic issue. Dick Katz suggested Bill Renstrom (and others) 



write down the areas which have problems and contact one of the code compliance 

volunteers which were mentioned at the meeting. 

D. Alethea Altenbern commented that the library needs to have one way arrows in lanes 

as the lanes are very narrow making it difficult for two way traffic, a safety issue.  It 

was commented that this is not a traffic issue as this is on private property, not a city 

street. Dick Katz will contact the library and pass along the suggestion.  Update: 

Alethea Altenbern informed committee she has contacted the library. 

 

 

5. Adjourn: meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm. 

Respectfully submitted by Robin Kaufman 

 


