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October 24, 2017 

 

Mayor Faulconer and City Councilmembers 

City of San Diego  

202 C Street 

San Diego, CA  92101 

 

Mayor Faulconer and City Councilmembers: 

 

The Rancho Bernardo Community Planning Board has serious concerns regarding the proposed 

Interim Park and Recreation Equivalency Regulations, finding that as written, the 

implementation of these regulations would not satisfy the General Plan population-based park 

acreage requirements as outlined in the Recreational Element of the current General Plan, 

particularly those proposals presented in § 143.1020 b and c of the proposed regulations. In 

addition, the Board has determined that the implementation of these regulations would not 

achieve the following goals of the Park and Recreation Guidelines presented in the General Plan: 

 

 A sustainable park and recreation system that meets the needs of residents and visitors.  

 Provision of parklands that keep pace with population growth through timely acquisition 

and development.  

 An increase in the amount and quality of recreation facilities and infrastructure through 

the promotion of alternative methods where development of typical facilities and 

infrastructure may be limited by land constraints. 

 An equitable citywide distribution of and access to parks and recreation facilities. 

 

In his memorandum of September 26, 2017, Councilman Sherman states: “The ability to 

adequately and affordably house and provide parks to these new San Diegans requires the 

promotion of alternative methods.” We acknowledge the need to provide additional housing 

opportunities in San Diego, but housing units in and of themselves do not make a community. 

Quality of life, including opportunity to recreate and interact with others, is important for all 

individuals and families, no matter their income level. 

  

On October 13, 2017, NBC News presented a troubling report by the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention which finds that almost 40 percent of American adults and nearly 20 

percent of adolescents are obese — the highest rates ever recorded for the U.S. The continued 

weight increase in the youngest Americans is especially worrisome for long-term health.  
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Also this month, former U.S. Surgeon General Dr. Vivek H. Murthy described loneliness as an 

epidemic affecting large numbers of people in the United States. Julianne Holt-Lunstad, a 

professor of psychology at Brigham Young University, suggests that loneliness may be more 

hazardous to our health than obesity. Holt-Lunstad also suggests that “community planners 

include spaces that encourage people to gather together, such as recreation centers and 

community gardens.” 

 

We concur that a number of the “Acceptable Interim Park and Recreation Equivalencies” 

presented in Table 143-1020-A could improve recreational opportunities if these equivalencies 

are provided within existing park settings or result in usable park space, and would accommodate 

residents at no cost. But the first priority should always be the provision of true park land that 

supports areas for free-play, organized sports, and general recreation. Examples of parks being 

created in association with redevelopment and repurposing of underperforming commercial and 

office properties can be found throughout the U.S. These successful park projects include 

Columbus Commons in Columbus, Ohio and Bryant Park in New York City. If these cities can 

find ways to provide meaningful park land, so can San Diego.  

 

It is unfortunate that San Diego’s Mayor is not among the 134 mayors, including Los Angeles 

Mayor Garcetti and San Francisco Mayor Lee, who joined The Trust for Public Land, National 

Recreation and Park Association, and Urban Land Institute in launching an historic "10-minute 

walk" parks advocacy campaign on October 10, 2017, establishing the ambitious goal that all 

Americans should live within a 10-minute walk (or half-mile) of a high-quality park or green 

space. The Trust of Public Lands reports that “Children living within 2/3 mile of a park with a 

playground can be five times more likely to maintain a healthy weight.”
1
  

 

With a few exceptions, the park and recreation equivalencies identified in § 143.1020 b are 

unacceptable (e.g., conversion of stormwater facilities, upgraded irrigation systems, drought-

tolerant landscaping, water conservation features, library funding, golf driving ranges and putting 

greens, improved streetscapes), as they clearly do not satisfy the General Plan population-based 

park acreage requirements. It is unclear how the required findings to justify these proposals 

could ever be made. 

 

 

                                                           

1
 Studies show that high-quality parks provide a wide range of benefits to urban residents and cities themselves. 

These include physical and mental health benefits, by providing opportunities to be physically active and to interact 

with nature; economic benefits by boosting business and helping to revitalize neighborhoods; community-building 

benefits by providing opportunities for neighbors to interact with each other and work together to improve their 

surroundings; and environmental benefits by cleaning and cooling the air, improving climate resilience, and 

providing opportunities for environmental education. (Trust for Public Lands) 
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Section 143.1020 c proposes to give partial credit for Park and Recreation Equivalencies to   

development located near a regional and/or open space park (i.e., Balboa Park, Mission Bay 

Park, Presidio Mission Hills Park, Sunset Cliffs Natural Park, Otay Valley Regional Park, 

Mission Trails Regional Park), with the City Manager determining how much credit may be 

given. It is unclear if “credit” means the developer has no obligation to provide fees or if the fees 

collected would be directed to the affected regional and open space parks. Clarification of this 

issue is critical as maintaining trails, signage, fencing, and staging areas, providing enforcement, 

and protecting sensitive habitats require adequate funding. An equally important concern is the 

already significant level of use occurring within these parks. Regional parks such as Balboa Park 

and Mission Bay Park experience significant visitation by city-wide residents and tourists, 

leaving little space available to satisfy the more specific recreational needs of the adjacent 

communities. Many of our open space parks, such as the Otay Valley Regional Park and San 

Dieguito River Park, are resource-based parks protecting habitat preserved as mitigation for 

development elsewhere in the City. The proposal to satisfy the General Plan population-based 

park acreage requirements for development proposed in proximity to these existing resources 

will not meet the overall recreational needs of the residents, and would likely adversely affect 

existing uses, primarily trails, and sensitive habitat areas. As such, we recommend that this 

proposal be eliminated from further consideration. 

 

On October 19, 2017, the Rancho Bernardo Community Planning Board, by a vote of 14-0-0, 

voted to recommend that the draft Interim Park and Recreation Equivalency Regulations, as 

currently proposed, be rejected and a revised proposal be crafted that includes innovative 

methods for achieving population-based park acreage requirements through an equitable 

citywide distribution of sustainable and accessible park and recreation facilities that will meet the 

needs of the City’s current and future residents and visitors. This revised proposal should then be 

distributed for additional public review and comment. 

 

We appreciate this opportunity to present our concerns regarding the importance of providing 

adequate park and recreational facilities to serve the residents of San Diego.  

 

Sincerely, 
 

Robin Kaufman 
 

Robin Kaufman 

Chair, Rancho Bernardo Community Planning Board 

 

cc:  City Clerk’s Office 
 


